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Ed ex cel  an d  BTEC Qu al i f i cat ion s 

 

Edexcel and BTEC qualif icat ions are awarded by Pearson, the UK’s largest  awarding 

body. We provide a wide range of qualif icat ions including academic, vocat ional, 

occupat ional and specific programmes for employers. For further informat ion visit  our 

qualif icat ions websites at  www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk. Alternat ively, you can 

get  in touch with us using the details on our contact  us page at  

www.edexcel.com/ contactus. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pear son :  h elp in g  p eop le p r og r ess, ev er y w h er e 

 

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim  is to help 

everyone progress in their lives through educat ion. We believe in every kind of 

learning, for all k inds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved 

in educat ion for over 150 years, and by working across 70 count r ies, in 100 

languages, we have built  an internat ional reputat ion for  our commitment  to high 

standards and raising achievement  through innovat ion in educat ion. Find out  more 

about  how we can help you and your students at :  www.pearson.com/ uk 
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I n t er n at ion al  GCSE Ch in ese 

Pap er  3  Sp eak in g  

Ex am in er  Rep or t  

 

 

I t  was the first  year the speaking exam inat ion was a compulsory part  of the 

I nternat ional GCSE Chinese qualif icat ion and the first  year of the Edexcel 

Cert if icate, of which speaking is also compulsory. The whole speaking 

examinat ion includes two sect ions and lasts 10 m inutes:  Sect ion A (4 

m inutes)  and Sect ion B (6 m inutes) .   

 

Most  cent res prepared well for this speaking exam, and the majorit y of 

candidates gave a high quality performance. However, some centres 

appeared not  to fully understanding the assessment  procedures and 

requirements which affected their candidates' performance.  

 

Sp eak in g  ex am in at ion  r equ i r em en t s:  

This speaking exam inat ion covers 5 topic areas and all sub- topic areas can 

be found on page 11 of Chinese I nternat ional GCSE/ Edexcel Cert if icate 

Specificat ion ( I ssue 3) . 

 Top ic A:  Hom e an d  Ab r oad  

 Top ic B:  Ed u cat ion  an d  Em p loy m en t  

 Top ic C:  Hou se, h om e an d  d ai ly  r ou t in es 

 Top ic D:  Th e m od er n  w or ld  an d  t h e en v i r on m en t  

 Top ic E:  Socia l  act iv i t ies, f i t n ess an d  h eal t h . 

Centres need to choose the exam topics for each student  -  any three of 

those five topic areas above, and all three speaking topics must  be 

different .  Failure to comply with this rule can lead to no credit  awarded to 

a repeated topics.  

Sect ion  A:  t h er e ar e t w o  p ar t s t o  t h is sect ion , 4  m in u t es in  t o t a l :  

Fi r st  p ar t :  Picture based presentat ion (monologue)  for 1 m inute. Each 

candidate needs to choose their own picture for this part  and speak about  

the picture for 1 m inute. The picture must  be at tached with the candidate 

coversheet  and sent  to the examiner for the external assessment . I f it  is 

not  possible to send the picture cent res should include a descript ion of it .   

I n this part , if a candidate’s presentat ion exceeds 1 m inute, it  does not  

help cont r ibute to a higher mark. However, when candidates' presentat ion 

is less than 1 m inute, it  can lead to a deduct ion of score for candidates. 

Cent res must  take this into account .  

Secon d  p ar t :  An interact ive conversat ion based on the chosen picture 

follows the presentat ion for 3 m inutes. Teacher examiners need to ask 

meaningful and st ructured quest ions related to the picture, which can 

encourage the candidate to demonst rate his/ her own speaking and 

understanding skills. Closed quest ions are not  helpful for candidates, 

interact ion is needed.  

 

 



Time management  is another considerable factor. Excess speaking t ime 

cannot  benefit  candidates' scores, but  less speaking t ime can certainly 

affect  the assessing result . I nterviewers should manage the conversat ion 

t ime.    

 

Sect ion  B:  t h er e ar e t w o  p ar t s in  t h is sect ion , 6  m in u t es in  t o t a l :  

  

Con v er sat ion  1 :  a different  topic area from Sect ion A -  interact ive 

conversat ion, 3 m inutes.  

  

Con v er sat ion  2 :  another different  topic area from Sect ion A and Sect ion B 

(conversat ion 1)  -  interact ive conversat ion is 3 m inutes. 

 

I n this sect ion, interviewers should ensure that  the speaking t ime for each 

conversat ion is equivalent  to 3 m inutes;  and interviewers should also 

ensure all quest ions asked should be clear, understandable and well 

st ructured.  

 

Time management  again is crucial, because excessive speaking t ime cannot  

help im prove candidates' scores, but  less speaking t ime can certainly have a 

negat ive effect  on the assessment . Consequent ly, interviewers need to 

manage the t im ing carefully in this sect ion.  

  

  

Assessm en t :   Sect ion  A ( Pr esen t at ion  an d  con v er sat ion )  

 

Pr esen t at ion , con v er sat ion  an d  f lu en cy  ( 1 0  m ar k s)   

 

The majority of candidates prepared and performed to a high standard in 

their presentat ion. They also demonst rated their confidence and fluency in 

their communicat ion. However, some candidates were let  down by giv ing 

lim ited informat ion and inadequate responses in this sect ion;  and also by 

some unacceptable quest ions asked from interviewers. All inappropriate 

quest ions from interviewers for the level being tested can lead to lower 

marks. 

 

I nterviewers should follow the exam inst ruct ions for the conduct  of 

exam inat ions on page 39 of the Specificat ion. 

   

Kn ow led g e an d  ap p l icat ion  o f  lan g u ag e ( 5  m ar k s)  

 

Candidates aim ing for  a high mark should demonst rate good language 

ability.  For example, by using a wide range of vocabulary and complex 

sentence st ructures. 

  

Accu r acy  ( 5  m ar k s)  

 

Candidates should show st rong evidence of word order and correct  

intonat ion and pronunciat ion in order to achieve a top mark for Accuracy.   

 

 

 

 



Assessm en t :   Sect ion  B ( con v er sat ion  1  an d  con v er sat ion  2 )  

 

I n this sect ion, two conversat ions are assessed globally.   

 

Com m u n icat ion , in t er act ion  an d  f lu en cy  ( 1 0  m ar k s)  

 

To achieve a high mark for this cr iter ia candidates should comm unicate 

smoothly with their interviewers, showing no diff icult ies in understanding 

and responding to var ious quest ions as well as confident ly express personal 

opinions to them.   

 

Teacher examiners should follow the I nst ruct ions for the conduct  of the 

examinat ion on page 39 of the Specificat ion. 

 

Kn ow led g e an d  ap p l icat ion  o f  lan g u ag e ( 5  m ar k s)  

 

Candidates aim ing for  a high mark should demonst rate good language 

ability,  for example, by using a wide range of vocabulary and complex 

sentence st ructures. 

 

Accu r acy  ( 5  m ar k s)  

 

To be awarded a high mark for Accuracy candidates need to show st rong 

evidence of word order and correct  intonat ion and pronunciat ion.   

 

 

Ad m in ist r at ion  

 

Can d id at e cov er sh eet  

  

Both the teacher examiner and the candidate must  sign the declarat ion of 

authent icat ion on the candidate coversheet . Some cent res have used old 

forms without  both signatures for this speaking exam. A copy of the up to 

date coversheet  can be found on page 47 of the Specificat ion. 

 

Med ias 

  

Cent res should ensure all speaking scr ipts are correct ly recorded in CDs or 

USBs before sending out  to examiners;  please also ensure all CDs are fully 

protected to avoid any damage caused in the post . All CDs and USBs must  

be clear ly labelled. I t  is im portant  that  cent res keep back-up files of the 

speaking scr ipts in the events of loss of originals or damages.  
 

Please a lso  n o t e t h at  au d io  casset t es w i l l  n o  lon g er  b e accep t ed   

f o r  assessm en t  af t er  Sep t em b er  2 0 1 4 . 

 

Cen t r es an d  Teach er  ex am in er s 

 

All cent res need to understand the meaning of Assessment  for speaking 

exam as detailed on page 7 of the Specificat ion. Candidates of those cent res 

which had prepared well for this speaking exam performed bet ter than 

those who had not .  

 



Teacher examiners play an important  part  in this exam. All interviewers 

should study the I nst ruct ions for the conduct  of exam inat ions on page 39 of 

the Specificat ion pr ior  conduct ing this exam inat ion. Clear, st ructured, 

appropriate and logical quest ions are helpful for candidates to achieve their 

potent ial.  

 

Please note that  this speaking exam  is assessed externally. Teacher 

examiners should not  mark this paper.  

 

Cent res with larger cohorts should arrange adequate teacher examiners to 

conduct  this speaking examinat ion.  

 

Con clu sion  

 

This speaking exam inat ion provides an opportunity for candidates to 

demonst rate their speaking and understanding abilit ies. I n order for cent res 

to assist  their candidates to achieve a high quality performance, cent res 

should offer adequate and proper pract ical exercises for them pr ior to their 

speaking exam inat ion;  as well as ensure the teacher examiners, in 

part icular if they are external,  are fam iliar with the requirements and 

procedures of this speaking exam inat ion.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com/ iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 

  

 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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